MOSES   AT   THE   FAIR
as finely as they did me; and so at last we were persuaded
to buy the two gross between us."
It was found that our remaining horse was utterly use-
less for the plough without his companion, and equally
unfit for the road, as wanting an eye: it was therefore
determined that we should dispose of him; and, to prevent
imposition, that I should go with him myself to the fair.
Though this was one of the first mercantile transactions
of my life, yet I had no doubt of acquitting myself with
reputation. My wife, however, next morning at parting,
after I had got some paces from the door, called me back,
to advise me, in a whisper, to have all my eyes about me.
I had, in the usual forms, when I came to the fair, put
my horse through all his paces, but for some time had no
bidders. At last a chapman approached, and after he had
for a good while examined the horse round, finding him
blind of one eye, he would have nothing to say to him; a
second came up, but observing he had a spavin, declared
he would not have him for the driving home; a third
perceived he had a windgall, and would bid no money; a
fourth wondered what the plague I could do at the fair
with a blind, spavined, galled hack that was only fit for
the dogs. By this time I began to have a most hearty
contempt for the poor animal myself, and was almost
ashamed at the approach of every customer; for, though
I did not entirely believe all the fellows told me, yet I
reflected that the number of witnesses was a strong
presumption that they were right.
I was in this mortifying situation when a brother clergy-
man, an old acquaintance, who had also business at the
fair, came up, and shaking me by the hand, proposed
adjourning to a public-house, and taking a glass of what-
ever we could get. I readily closed with the offer, and
entering an ale-house, we were shown into a little back
room, where there was only a venerable old man, who sat
wholly intent over a very large book which he was read-
ing. I never in my life saw a figure that prepossessed me